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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 250972 

FOR SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATORS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT PORT MORESBY 1091, OCTOBER 20: 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PORT MORESBY 1091 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SREF, PP 

SUB J : GPNG AGREES TO RESETTLE 50 VIETNAMESE FAMILIES WITH 
CERTAIN GUARANTEES REQUIRED 

REF: A. STATE 243291 B. PORT MORESBY 1070 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED FOLLOWING DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM DFRT 
AFTERNOON OCTOBER 20: BEGIN QUOTE: THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS AND TRADE PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY 

OF THE USA AND HAS THE HONOUR TO ADVISE THE EMBASSY OF THE RESULT 
OF THE GOVERNMENT'S CONSIDERATION OF THE MATTER OF 50 VIETNAMESE 
FISHERMEN REFERRED TO IN THE EMBASSY’S DIPLOMATIC NOTE NO. 3 
OF 26TH SEPTEMBER 1975. 

2. THE GPNG IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE NEED TO ARRANGE SETTLEMENT OF 
THESE PEOPLE AND THEIR FAMILIES AND WOULD BE PREPARED TO APPROVE 
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THEIR ENTRY TO PNG WITH THEIR FAMILIES. HOWEVER, THE GPNG 
REGRETS THAT IT IS UNABLE UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS TO ACCEPT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE UPKEEP, EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING AND OTHER 
ASPECTS OF SETTLEMENT OF THIS GROUP. 

3. IF A PRIVATE EMPLOYER WAS WILLING TO GUARANTEE TO ACCEPT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TRANSPORT, EMPLOYMENT AND VARIOUS ASPECTS 
OF SETTLEMENT SUCH AS HOUSING FOR THIS GROUP, THE GPNG WOULD 
NOT OPPOSE THEIR ENTRY TO PNG. 

4. EMPLOYMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE IN A CATEGORY OF OCCUPATION WHICH 
IS EXEMPTED UNDER PNG'S EMPLOYMENT LOCALISATION AND TRAINING 
LEGISLATION. SKIPJACK TUNA FISHING IS SUCH A CATEGORY. 

5. ON ARRIVAL IN PNG THE FIFTY (50) VIETNAMESE AND THEIR 
FAMILIES WOULD INITIALLY BE GRANTED STATUS OF PERMISSIVE 
RESIDENTS. CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THIS STATUS WOULD INCLUDE 
THAT THEY SHOULD NOT MAKE ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONCERNING 
POLITICAL MATTERS OR CONCERNING THEIR FORMER COUNTRY OF 
RESIDENCE. AFTER A SUITABLE PERIOD OF RESIDENCE THEY WOULD BE 
ABLE TO QUALIFY FOR PNG CITIZENSHIP IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE LEGISLATION CONCERNING NATIONALITY AND 
CITIZENSHIP. 

6. IF A SUITABLE PRIVATE EMPLOYER WAS WILLING TO ACCEPT 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE GUARANTEES MENTIONED ABOVE IT WOULD 
BE NECESSARY FOR THE PERSONS TO BE SETTLED HERE TO UNDERGO 
THE NORMAL SECURITY AND HEALTH CHECKS APPLYING TO ALL APPLICANTS 
FOR LONG TERM ENTRY INTO PNG. COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END QUOTE. 

7. COMMENT: DFRT OFFICIAL WILLIAM CONROY REITERATED EARLIER 
STATEMENT REPORTED POST'S REFTEL THAT GPNG WAS EXTREMELY 
SYMPATHETIC TO PLIGHT OF VIETNAMESE AND ONLY PROBLEM WAS 
NEED TO ENSURE GPNG DID NOT ASSUME FINANCISL BURDEN OF HOUSING 
AND RESETTLEMENT. END COMMENT. 

8. PLEASE ADVISE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION TOWARD GPNG OFFER 
AND THE PROVISOS ATTACHED THERETO. OLMSTED UNQUOTE. 
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